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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-18, drawn to a vehicle assembly, classified in class 439, 
subclass 34. 

II. Claims 19-20, drawn to a method of altering the arrangement of modules, 
classified in class 29. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions I and II are related as product and process of use. The inventions can 
be shown to be distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1 ) the process 
for using the product as claimed can be practiced with another materially different 
product or (2) the product as claimed can be used in a materially different process of 
using that product (MPEP § 806.05(h)). In the instant case the product as claimed can 
be used in a materially different process of using that product, such as sliding the 
modules into the predetermined position. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

During a telephone conversation with Jeffrey Chapp on October 24, 2005 a 
provisional election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of Group I, 
claims 1-18. Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this 
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Office action. Claims 19 and 20 withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 
37 CFR 1 .142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4, 6, 7, 11, 12 and 14-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Dutta (US 5,599,086). 

A vehicle overhead module powerstrip assembly comprising: at least one 
overhead attachment strip (18) configured to couple to a vehicle overhead structure; at 
least one electrically conductive strip (50) coupled to said at least one attachment strip; 
and at least one modular connector (at 54,56) comprising a plurality of electrical 
contacts having a plurality of attachment positions (Fig. 1 ) along said at least one 
electrically conductive strip, said at least one modular connector configured to couple 
an overhead electronic module (24) to said at least one electrically conductive strip. 
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Regarding claims 2-4, Dutta discloses the at least one attachment strip being a 
single extruded component; comprising at least one flange (not labeled, Figs. 2 and 3) 
that covers at least a portion of said at least one electrically conductive strip; being 
flexible; 

Regarding claim 6, Dutta discloses the at least one attachment strip applying 
pressure on said at least one modular connector to maintain electrical contact between 
said at least one electrically conductive strip and said at least one modular connector. 

Regarding claim 7, Dutta discloses the at least one electrically conductive strip 
comprising a positively charged electrically conductive strip (50) and a negatively 
charged electrically conductive strip (52). 

Regarding claim 12, Dutta discloses the plurality of electrical contacts being 
slidable along said at least one electrically conductive strip. 

Regarding claim 14, Dutta discloses the at least one modular connector 
comprises at least one insulator separating said plurality of electrical contacts. 

Regarding claim 15, Dutta discloses the insulator comprising a plurality of 
module attachment holes (Fig.2). 

Regarding claim 16, Dutta discloses a vehicle overhead console comprising: at 
least one track (62); at least one overhead electronic module (24) transitional along said 
at least one track; and at least one vehicle overhead module powerstrip assembly 
(54,56) comprising: at least one overhead attachment strip (18) configured to couple to 
a vehicle overhead structure; at least one electrically conductive strip (50,52) coupled to 
said at least one attachment strip; and at least one modular connector (at 54,56) 



Application/Control Number: 10/710,897 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2833 

comprising a plurality of electrical contacts (54,56) having a plurality of attachment 
positions along said at least one electrically conductive strip, said at least one modular 
connector configured to couple said at least one overhead electronic module to said at 
least one electrically conductive strip. 

Regarding claim 17, Dutta discloses the at least one overhead attachment strip 
being coupled to said at least one track via at least one fastening device (70). 

Regarding claim 18, Dutta discloses the at least one electronic module having an 
infinite number of module positions relative to said track (Fig.1) and receives power 
from said at least one electrically conductive strip in each of said module positions. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dutta. 

Dutta discloses substantially the claimed invention except for the specific 
material of the flange. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to use a known material, such as polypropylene, as 
the preferred material in order to provide a flange with high temperature resistance, 
since it has been held to be within the general skill of a worker in the art to select a 
known material on the basis of its suitability for the intended use as a matter of obvious 
design preference. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. 
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Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dutta in 
view of Tiesler et al. (US 6,575,528). 

Dutta discloses substantially the claimed invention except for the location of the 
strip. Tiesler teaches the use of a strip along a longitudinal centerline of a vehicle, thus 
improving accessibility of the modules. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to form the strip of 
Dutta along a longitudinal centerline, as taught by Tiesler, to improve accessibility of the 
modules. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dutta in 
view of Woertz (US 3,603,91 8). 

Dutta discloses substantially the claimed invention except for the spring loaded 
ground contact. Woertz teaches the use of a spring loaded ground contact to provide 
reliable grounding to the connector. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to form the connector of 
Dutta with spring loaded ground contact, as taught by Woertz, to provide reliable 
grounding to the connector. 

« 

Claims 10, 11 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Dutta in view of Laser (US 3,569,899). 

Dutta discloses substantially the claimed invention except for plurality of 
channels/center member/spreading resistance. Laser teaches the use of a plurality of 
channels (9,10) with a center member (8); and at least one electrical conductive strip in 
the center member, and the contacts (46,47) having a spreading resistance, thus 
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providing a secure holding of the connector. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to form the 
attachment strip and contacts of Dutta, as taught by Laser, to provide a secure holding 
of the connector. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Felix O. Figueroa whose telephone number is (571 ) 

272- 2003. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri., 10:00am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley can be reached on (571) 272-2800 Ext. 33. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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